
 

February 22, 2026 

 

Ben Ramsey PHP RFC Author ramsey@php.net 
The PHP Group c/o The PHP Association group@php.net 

 

Re: Formal Consent to PHP RFC 

Dear Mr. Ramsey and Members of the PHP Group: 

Zend Technologies Ltd., a company formed under the laws of the State of Israel, and a subsidiary of 
Perforce Software, Inc. ("Zend"), hereby provides its formal written consent to the license update 
proposal set forth in the PHP RFC titled "PHP License Update," dated July 10, 2025, as attached (the 
"RFC"). 

Specifically, Zend consents to the following: 

1. Adoption of the Modified BSD License as the Zend Engine License, version 3.  Zend agrees that 
the Modified BSD License (SPDX Identifier: BSD-3-Clause) shall be published as the Zend 
Engine License, version 3, to govern the Zend Engine source code located in the Zend/ 
directory of the PHP software repository. 

2. Removal of Zend-Specific License Conditions.  Zend authorizes the removal of conditions 4, 5, 
and 6 from the Zend Engine License, version 2.00, which such conditions are specific to Zend, 
and which Zend alone has authority to waive or modify. 

3. Deprecation of the Zend Engine License.  Zend agrees to the deprecation of the Zend Engine 
License as a standalone license for new projects. Zend will no longer use the license and asks 
that others not adopt the license. 

4. Updated Copyright Attribution.  Zend approves the use of "Zend Technologies Ltd., a 
subsidiary company of Perforce Software, Inc., and Contributors" in source file headers, and 
"Zend by Perforce" in abbreviated contexts such as PHP version output, as specified in the RFC. 

Zend confirms that it possesses full authority to grant this consent pursuant to condition 4 of the Zend 
Engine License, version 2.00, which vests in Zend the sole right to modify the terms of that license. 

This consent is granted in furtherance of the PHP project's objective to simplify and modernize PHP 
licensing by adopting an OSI-approved, GPL-compatible license, and Zend supports the PHP project 
community's vote on this RFC. 

This letter may be published in connection with the RFC and shared with the PHP project community as 
evidence of Zend's formal approval. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sara M. Kilian 
General Counsel and Director 
Zend Technologies Ltd. 
skilian@perforce.com 
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• Date: 2025-07-10
• Author: Ben Ramsey, ramsey@php.net [mailto:ramsey@php.net]

• Proposed Version: Next PHP 8.x
• Status: Under Discussion
• First Published at: http://wiki.php.net/rfc/php_license_update [http://

wiki.php.net/rfc/php_license_update]

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn

PHP has a long history of confusion, concerns, and disagreements
regarding its custom open source license, and the Zend Engine License,
which covers the sources in the Zend/ directory, adds to this confusion
and additionally complicates matters, since it is not an Open Source
Initiative Approved License. This RFC proposes a pragmatic simpli�cation
to the PHP license that alleviates this confusion, preserves the copyrights
owned by all PHP contributors, and grants users the same rights as the
original licenses. The proposed license to accomplish this is the Modi�ed
BSD License [https://opensource.org/license/bsd-3-clause], often referred to
as the 3-clause BSD license.

PPrrooppoossaall

This proposal addresses a longstanding issue within the open source community by
publishing new versions of the PHP License and the Zend Engine License. The
Modi�ed BSD License is adopted as the PHP License, version 4, and as the Zend
Engine License, version 3.
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The Modi�ed BSD License is sometimes referred to as the “New,” “Revised,” or “3-
clause” BSD License. Its SPDX identi�er is BSD-3-Clause.  It is recognized as a

free software license by both the Open Source Initiative (OSI) and the Free Software
Foundation (FSF).    The FSF has designated it as compatible with the GNU General

Public License (GPL), and it is an OSI Approved License.

The PHP License, version 3.01, and Zend Engine License, version 2.00, combine the
Modi�ed BSD License with special terms speci�c only to the PHP Group and Zend
Technologies (now a subsidiary of Perforce Software). After removing these special
terms, the licenses are identical to the Modi�ed BSD License, and there is no
change to the rights granted by contributors or to users.

By adopting the Modi�ed BSD License:

• The rights granted by contributors do not change.
• The rights granted to users do not change.
• We will work with the PHP Group and Perforce Software to remove the terms

that are speci�c to them.
• PHP software and the Zend Engine will be licensed under terms that are both

OSI Approved and compatible with the GPL.

PPrrooppoosseedd, the PHP project will:

�. Work with the PHP Group to adopt the Modi�ed BSD License as the PHP License,
version 4.

�. Work with Perforce Software to adopt the Modi�ed BSD License as the Zend
Engine License, version 3.

�. Deprecate the PHP License and the Zend Engine License. Use of these licenses
for new projects, inside or outside the PHP project, is strongly discouraged.

�. Delete the contents of the LICENSE �le from the PHP software, and replace
them with the contents indicated in the New LICENSE File section below.

�. Remove the Zend/LICENSE �le from the Zend Engine.
�. Replace the �le headers for all PHP source �les in the PHP software with the

contents indicated in the New PHP Source File Header section below.
�. Replace the �le headers for all Zend Engine source �les with the contents

indicated in the New Zend Engine Source File Header section below.
�. Update other applicable source code, documentation, and web pages to re�ect

these changes, such as https://www.php.net/license/ [https://www.php.net/

license/].

1)

2) 3)
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The Background, Change Authority, and Additional Context sections of this
document provide further context and legal justi�cation for this change.

MMooddii��eedd  BBSSDD  LLiicceennssee

Following is the full text of the Modi�ed BSD License.

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without
modi�cation, are permitted provided that the following conditions are
met:

�. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright
notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer.

�. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright
notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the
documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

�. Neither the name of the copyright holder nor the names of its
contributors may be used to endorse or promote products derived
from this software without speci�c prior written permission.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND
CONTRIBUTORS “AS IS” AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE
DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER OR
CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL,
SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF
USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED
AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT
LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN
ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE.

NNeeww  LLIICCEENNSSEE  FFiillee
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Copyright © 1999–2026, The PHP Group and Contributors.
Copyright © 1999–2026, Zend Technologies Ltd., a subsidiary company of Perforc

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without
modification, are permitted provided that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, this
   list of conditions and the following disclaimer.

2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice,
   this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the documentation
   and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

3. Neither the name of the copyright holder nor the names of its
   contributors may be used to endorse or promote products derived from
   this software without specific prior written permission.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS "AS IS"
AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE
DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER OR CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE
FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR
SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER
CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY,
OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE
OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE.

NNeeww  PPHHPP  SSoouurrccee  FFiillee  HHeeaaddeerr

The author names provided are examples to show that we retain the existing
author names in each �le header.

/*
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | Copyright © The PHP Group and Contributors.                          |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+

PHP: rfc:php_license_update https://wiki.php.net/rfc/php_license_update

4 of 41 2/24/2026, 1:14 PM



   | This source file is subject to the Modified BSD License that is      |
   | bundled with this package in the file LICENSE, and is available      |
   | through the World Wide Web at <https://www.php.net/license/>.        |
   |                                                                      |
   | SPDX-License-Identifier: BSD-3-Clause                                |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | Authors: John Smith <john@example.com>                               |
   |          Kira Torres <kira@example.com>                              |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
*/

NNeeww  ZZeenndd  EEnnggiinnee  SSoouurrccee  FFiillee  HHeeaaddeerr

The author names provided are examples to show that we retain the existing
author names in each �le header.

/*
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | Zend Engine                                                          |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | Copyright © Zend Technologies Ltd., a subsidiary company of          |
   |     Perforce Software, Inc., and Contributors.                       |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | This source file is subject to the Modified BSD License that is      |
   | bundled with this package in the file LICENSE, and is available      |
   | through the World Wide Web at <https://www.php.net/license/>.        |
   |                                                                      |
   | SPDX-License-Identifier: BSD-3-Clause                                |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
   | Authors: John Smith <john@example.com>                               |
   |          Kira Torres <kira@example.com>                              |
   +----------------------------------------------------------------------+
*/

NNeeww  PPHHPP  VVeerrssiioonn  OOuuttppuutt
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Perforce Software has recommended the use of the shortened “Zend by
Perforce” when including the copyright names in php --version output. For
example:

PHP 8.6.0-dev (cli) (built: Feb  4 2026 20:51:54) (NTS DEBUG)
Copyright © The PHP Group and Contributors
Zend Engine v4.6.0-dev, Copyright © Zend by Perforce
    with Zend OPcache v8.6.0-dev, Copyright ©, by Zend by Perforce

BBaacckkggrroouunndd

The PHP License and Zend Engine License are not compatible with the GPL,  and

the Zend Engine License is not OSI Approved. While the OSI license approval
committee voted to approve versions 3.0 and 3.01 of the PHP License, each followed
the “legacy approval” process, meaning the licenses had already been in wide use
for many years before the OSI approved them. As a result, the OSI approved the
PHP License based more on its intent, rather than its content. If the OSI license
approval committee were not considering the legacy use of the PHP License, it is
unlikely they would have approved it based solely on its content.

In the beginning, while the Zend Engine was bundled with PHP in the Zend/
directory, it was thought of as a completely separate product that could be
unbundled and used apart from PHP. Indeed, that was the intent, and it is the
reason PHP and the Zend Engine have separate licenses. However, after 25 years of
cohabitation within the same source code repository, the two are intertwined in
ways in which the Zend Engine can no longer be separated and used as a
standalone product. Together, they form the PHP programming language reference
implementation.

HHiissttoorriiccaall  CCoonntteexxtt

Rasmus Lerdorf created PHP at a time when a faction within the free software
movement was growing dissatis�ed with the politics and philosophy of the
movement and splintered off, crystallizing around a more permissive set of
licenses viewed as friendlier to commercial use—this became the open source
movement.

4)
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The frame dispute, consequent transformation, and creation of the open
source movement can be viewed as a spin-off movement that not only
had a different diagnosis and more elastic reach, but that strove to avoid
what they saw as “mistakes” made by the founding movement that
inhibited commercial growth.

In his original release announcement, Lerdorf wrote, “The tools are in the public
domain distributed under the GNU Public License. Yes, that means they are
free!”    Lerdorf chose to release PHP version 1 and PHP/FI (version 2) under

the terms of the GNU GPL, version 2 (GPLv2), but he recognized the growing
concerns among the open source movement that commercial interests were
scared of or even forbade the use of GPL software in their organizations—
indeed, many continue this practice today. In a 1997 mailing list post discussing
licensing, Lerdof said, “PHP, if I can help it, will always be free. But, I am not
against letting commercial entities take a shot at a commercial version as long
as the terms are such that the major contributors don't feel cheated.”

This led to a dual-licensing model in PHP 3, allowing users the choice to use
PHP under the terms of the GPLv2 or a custom license based on the Apache
License, version 1.0. “Our license is identical to the Apache license (since that's
where we copied it from) except for that �rst clause,” wrote Lerdforf in a 1999
mailing list post.  That �rst clause restricted commercial use:

Commercial redistribution of larger works derived from, or works which
bundle PHP, requires written permission from the PHP Development
Team. You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy,
and must make it clear that the fee being charged is for the distribution,
and not for the software itself. You may, at your option, offer warranty
protection in exchange for a fee.

The dual-licensing model presented a number of challenges to a group that was
ill-equipped to handle legal questions. In the same thread, Lerdorf discussed
having received requests from companies for signed, hardcopy documents
granting permission to use PHP and being unable to respond to them

5)

6) 7)

8)

9)

10)
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appropriately.  Free and open source software was not well-understood by

companies, and there was signi�cant disagreement within the PHP project about
what level of freedom users should have. At the time, Zeev Suraski wrote,
“people should not be given the legal right to do whatever they wish with
PHP.”  Nevertheless, with Lerdorf having referred to the �rst clause as “that

troublesome clause which we can't enforce,”  the team �nally removed it in

PHP 3.0.14.

Meanwhile, Richard Stallman, author of the GPL and founder of the FSF, had
signi�cant disagreements with the PHP project over their use of the GPL,

so the PHP project discontinued the dual-licensing approach, removing the GPL
license as an option, and PHP 4.0.0 shipped with the PHP License, version 2.02
and the Zend License, version 0.92,  for sources within the Zend/ directory.

Suraski and Andi Gutmans originally intended the Zend/ directory to be read-
only, with all the source code owned by the two, so they could “sell the Zend
engine for uses other than PHP.”  It's clear they—and other early members of

the PHP project—saw the Zend Engine as wholly separate from PHP. In a 1999
interview, Lerdorf clari�ed licensing concerns surrounding the separate licenses:

PHP 4 is not synonymous with Zend. And when it comes to licensing, the
only time the [Zend License] kicks in is if you unbundle Zend from PHP
and try to embed the Zend engine into something else.

Andrei Zmievski elaborated on this separation:

I think there is still some confusion about what role exactly Zend plays in
the PHP infrastructure. The host language (PHP) uses the base services
provided by the engine (Zend)—services such as memory allocation,
persistent resources, compilation, and execution. PHP itself then
provides the function libraries, interfaces to the Web servers, .ini �le
support, etc.

Gutmans hinted at a possible future use of the Zend Engine, which explained
the need for a separate license:

11)

12)

13)

14)

15) 16)

17)

18)

19)

20)
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I'd very much like to see the Zend engine embedded in MySQL at some
point. I think it would be great to be able to write the stored procedure
code of the DB in the same language as the scripting engine used to
access the DB. […]

The Zend engine was written in a way where it can be used in other
products besides PHP. The [Zend License] allows us (the Zend company)
to reserve the right to use it elsewhere commercially. However, Zend as
part of PHP can be used freely and falls under the PHP license.

Later, Gutmans explained why he thought the separate license for the Zend
Engine did not present any problems for contributors:

No one really contributes to the scripting engine but extends PHP with
additional modules and functions. There are constantly developers
(besides us) extending PHP's functions.

Since then, the licenses underwent only one series of major changes, which
produced the Zend Engine License, version 2.00, �rst distributed with PHP 4.2.0
(April 22, 2002), and the PHP License, version 3.0, �rst distributed with PHP 4.2.3
(September 6, 2002).

In May 2003, Lerdorf petitioned the OSI for approval of version 3.0 of the PHP
License, closing with a statement that implied he wished to switch PHP to the
Apache License, Version 2.0, once it gained approval from the OSI.

Hopefully the new Apache license whenever that gets �nalized will be
OSI-approved and has the big advantage of being project-agnostic, so
projects such as PHP that are closely tied to Apache can use it verbatim
without having to massage it and we won't need all these individual
Apache-like licenses.

21)

22)

23)
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A few years later, a very slight change in the wording of the PHP License resulted
in changing the version number to 3.01.  This new version, while almost

identical, never received OSI approval, a problem that presented itself 14 years
later, when Matthew Sheahan asked on the php-general mailing list regarding
the OSI approval status of version 3.01.

My team's ability to use the phpdbg utility hinges on OSI approval of its
license. Language at https://www.php.net/license/ [https://www.php.net/

license/] indicates that the PHP 3.01 license is OSI approved, but OSI

disagrees; https://opensource.org/licenses/alphabetical [https://

opensource.org/licenses/alphabetical] shows approval only of the PHP 3.0

license. (The fact that 3.0 and 3.01 are substantively identical is no use to
us at all.)

Andreas Heigl asked on the php-internals mailing list, “Does anyone here
remember why the changes to the license where [sic] done in the �rst place?”

In response, Johannes Schlüter referenced the Debian debate.

My memory could fail me, but I believe there were debates coming from
Debian community around especially PECL extensions being Licensed
under PHP Licens [sic] 3.0 and the wording being sub-optimal. The new
wording (and website link) should make it clear that PECL (and PEAR) is
“PHP Software” while not being “PHP”.

At that time, Ben Ramsey volunteered to contact the OSI to formally request
legacy approval for the PHP License.  The legacy approval designation allowed

the license steward or any interested licensee to request “retroactive approval
of historic/legacy licenses that have already been extensively used by an
existing community, but have not previously been approved.”  So, on March 4,

2020, Ramsey submitted a request for legacy approval to the OSI license-review
list,  and on May 13, 2020, the OSI Board voted to approve the PHP License,

version 3.01.

ZZeenndd  aanndd  tthhee  PPHHPP  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)
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The PHP Association was a public bene�t corporation incorporated in the State
of Nebraska in the United States in February 2000.  Each of the directors of the

PHP Association were also members of the PHP Group.    We can infer from

this that the PHP Group created the PHP Association to represent the group in
legal and business matters.

On May 22, 2000, the same day the PHP team released PHP version 4.0.0,
including Zend Engine version 1.0.0, Zend Technologies and the PHP Association
entered into an agreement to ensure the continued availability of the Zend
Engine as an open source product.

In particular, the agreement stated:

Since Zend Engine is a crucial component of PHP, Zend hereby makes the
following commitments and assurances to The PHP Association:

• Zend will continue to make Zend Engine available as an open source
product under the Zend Open Source License. If Zend changes the
terms of the Zend Open Source License, the new license will be
consistent with the Open Source De�nition of the Open Source
Initiative.

• The PHP Association is hereby authorized to market, distribute and
sublicense Zend Engine, in source and object code forms, as an
integrated component of PHP, to end users who agree to be bound by
the PHP open-source license, version 2.02. […] However, if Zend Engine
is either modi�ed or separated from the rest of PHP, the use of the
modi�ed or separated Zend Engine shall not be governed by the PHP
Open Source License, but instead shall be governed by the Zend Open
Source License.

The PHP Association agreed to the terms of the agreement, which included the
following conditions:

• “The Association will not delete or alter any intellectual property rights or
license notices appearing on the Zend Engine and will reproduce and display

32)

33) 34)

35)
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such notices on each copy it makes of the Zend Engine.”
• “The Association may not assign this Letter, by operation of law or otherwise

in whole or in part, without Zend's written consent. Any attempt to assign
this Letter without such consent will be null and void. This Letter will bind
and inure to the bene�t of each party's permitted successors and assigns.”

Given how corporation law works in most US states, the PHP Association is likely
still legally bound to this contract, even if they are no longer an active entity,
and the terms of the contract followed Zend as it was acquired by Rogue Wave
in 2015 and Perforce Software in 2019.

LLiicceennssee  CChhaannggeelloogg

PPHHPP  11  aanndd  22

PHP 1.0 and 2.0 (a. k. a. PHP/FI) were both licensed under the GNU GPL,
version 2.  

PPHHPP  33

PHP 3.0 was dual-licensed under the GPL, version 2, and a custom, BSD-style
license that eventually became known as “The PHP License.” This BSD-style
license was the Apache License, version 1.0 [https://apache.org/licenses/

LICENSE-1.0], with two major differences:

�. PHP added a new condition requiring written permission for commercial
redistribution.

�. PHP omitted the �fth condition as it appears in the original Apache
License.

This license had no version identi�er, and the copyright holder was listed as
“The PHP Development Team.”

RReevviissiioonn  11

36) 37)
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In PHP 3.0.1, the PHP team added the following additional statements to
the 5th condition of the PHP License:

This does not apply to add-on libraries or tools that work in
conjunction with PHP. In such a case the PHP name may be used to
indicate that the product supports PHP.

RReevviissiioonn  22

In PHP 3.0.14, the PHP team removed the 1st condition that required
written permission for commercial redistribution.

At this point, the license was nearly identical to the Apache License,
except for the addition of the statements mentioned in Revision 1 and
the omission of the 5th condition as it appeared in the Apache License,
version 1.0.

PPHHPP  44

PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee,,  VVeerrssiioonn  22..0022

PHP 4.0.0 included the PHP License, version 2.02,  which represented

several revisions applied to the license during the beta and release
candidate phases of PHP 4.0. In addition to a new and separate license
for the Zend Engine (which was new in PHP 4), this version of the PHP
License included the following changes:

�. The “advertising materials” condition was removed.
�. A new condition was added granting the PHP Group the right to

modify the license “at any time and without prior notice, as long as
the changes keep the free and open source nature of PHP.”

�. A new condition was added granting permission to distribute the Zend
Engine under the terms of the PHP License, as long as it is bundled
with PHP. When separated from PHP, the use of the Zend Engine is
governed by the Zend Engine License.

38)
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This license listed “2.02” as its version identi�er and named the copyright
holder as “The PHP Group.”

ZZeenndd  EEnnggiinnee  LLiicceennssee

The Zend Engine License began as a copy of the Q Public License (QPL) ,

and this was included in PHP 4.0.0 as the Zend Engine License, version
0.92.  However, PHP 4.2.0 included a brand new version of the Zend

Engine License, version 2.00, which was nearly identical to the terms of
the PHP License, version 2.02. The primary difference was the addition of
the “advertising clause” as condition 6, rather than the Zend Engine
clause that appeared in the PHP License, version 2.02.

PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee,,  VVeerrssiioonn  33..00

PHP 4.2.3 updated the PHP License to version 3.0.  This version included

the following changes:

�. The “does not apply to add-on libraries or tools” clause was dropped
from the 3rd condition.

�. A new 4th condition was added restricting any derived product from
calling itself “PHP.”

�. The 6th condition of version 2.02 of the license was dropped, implying
the Zend Engine was no longer licensed under the terms of the PHP
License when bundled with PHP, but rather, the Zend Engine License
always applies to the source in the Zend/ directory.

PPHHPP  55++

PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee,,  VVeerrssiioonn  33..0011

PHP 5.1.2 and 4.4.2 updated the PHP License to version 3.01, with very
minor changes to the PHP License.

39)
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BBSSDD--ssttyyllee  LLiicceennsseess

The PHP License and Zend Engine License are BSD-style licenses. As mentioned
earlier, Lerdorf pointed to the Apache License, version 1.0, as the model for the
original PHP license,  and the Apache License, version 1.0, is derived from the

original, or 4-clause, BSD license.  In fact, the two are identical, except the

Apache License added conditions 5 and 6:

5. Products derived from this software may not be called “Apache” nor
may “Apache” appear in their names without prior written permission of
the Apache Group.

6. Redistributions of any form whatsoever must retain the following
acknowledgment: “This product includes software developed by the
Apache Group for use in the Apache HTTP server project (http://
www.apache.org/ [http://www.apache.org/]).”

By extension, the PHP License is a derivative of the BSD 4-Clause License.

The BSD 4-Clause License is not an OSI-approved license,  while the FSF

considers it free but problematic.  Both positions are in response to the BSD

advertising clause:

All advertising materials mentioning features or use of this software
must display the following acknowledgement: This product includes
software developed by the organization.

For the PHP License, version 3.01, conditions 1 and 2 are identical to conditions 1
and 2 of the BSD 4-Clause License. Condition 3 of the PHP License is similar in
function to condition 4 of the BSD. Condition 6 of the PHP License is similar in
function to condition 3 of the BSD 4-Clause License. PHP added new conditions
4 and 5.

For the Zend Engine License, version 2.00, conditions 1 and 2 are identical to

46)
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conditions 1 and 2 of the BSD 4-Clause License. Condition 3 of the Zend Engine
License is similar in function to condition 4 of the BSD 4-Clause License.
Conditions 5 and 6 of the Zend Engine License are similar in function to
condition 3 of the BSD 4-Clause License. Zend added a new condition 4.

CCooppyyrriigghhtt  aanndd  OOppeenn  SSoouurrccee  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss

Every contributor owns the copyright on their speci�c contributions to an open
source project, if the contributions are copyrightable. Some contributions (e.g.,
typo �xes, white space changes, etc.) aren't copyrightable, but anything more
signi�cant belongs to the contributor, provided it is their own work.

In other words, even though the license statement says the copyright belongs to
The PHP Group  or Zend Technologies , technically, these copyright

statements only apply to the speci�c code contributed by these organizations or
by people contributing on behalf of these organizations.

Contributing to an open source project is NNOOTT an implicit transfer of your
copyright to the project. To do this, every contributor must sign a contributor
license agreement that explictly states they are transferring their copyright to
whomever owns the code. No one has signed any agreements of this sort for the
PHP software, so every contributor retains copyright ownership over the code
they have contributed to PHP.

What is implied, however, is assignment of license. When someone contributes
to an open source project, they own the copyright on their contributions, but
unless they specify a different license covering their contributions (which is
wholly valid, with examples including Derick Rethans's timelib, which is bundled
within the PHP source code), it is implied they are granting use of their
contributions under the same license terms as the project. In this way, the
contributor cannot later demand to remove all their copyrighted code; it's under
the terms of the same license, which can't be revoked. However, if the project
decides to change its license terms, a contributor may then request removal of
their copyrighted code because they may not wish to grant the terms of the new
license to their copyrighted work.

Additionally, common convention dictates that, once a copyright statement is
placed on a source �le, it should remain on that source �le, complete with any

51) 52)
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years listed, though the years do not require updating. For an example, look at
the �le header on any WebKit source �le.  WebKit even speci�es that you add

a copyright notice to each �le where you make “signi�cant” changes.

CChhaannggee  AAuutthhoorriittyy

Who has the authority to make these changes?

We've established that each contributor owns the copyright on their individual
contributions to an open source project and, unless stated otherwise, they grant
the same rights to users as the license covering the source �le(s) they modi�ed.
Typically, when changing the license on an open source project, one must gain
approval from all copyright owners, since the rights granted might change under
the terms of the new license. However, as described in this section and in other
places in this document, changing to the Modi�ed BSD License does not change any
of the rights granted by contributors who are not the PHP Group or Perforce
Software.

DDoo  WWee  RReeqquuiirree  PPeerrmmiissssiioonn  FFrroomm  AAllll  CCoonnttrriibbuuttoorrss??

The short answer is, “No.” As a courtesy, however, we will keep discussion on this
topic open for a period of no less than six months before calling a vote on the
proposal.

Earlier, we established that every contributor owns the copyright for their
speci�c contributions, and unless they speci�ed a different license covering
their contributions, it is implied they have granted use of their contributions
under the same license terms as the project. We have also established, at
length, the PHP License, version 3.01, and Zend Engine License, version 2.00, are
identical to the Modi�ed BSD License if conditions 4, 5, and 6 are removed from
each license.

There is no doubt contributors have the authority to grant users license to use
their code with respect to conditions 1 and 2. These are the same for the PHP
License, Zend Engine License, and Modi�ed BSD License. This proposal does not
change the wording of any part of these conditions:

53)
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Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without
modi�cation, are permitted provided that the following conditions are
met:

�. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright
notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer.

�. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright
notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the
documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

Condition 3 does have differences across each license. However, when viewed at
face-value, the intent of this condition in the PHP and Zend Engine licenses is
the same as the 3rd condition of the Modi�ed BSD License. Additionally, as
worded in the PHP and Zend Engine licenses, contributors have no authority to
assert these terms for their own contributions, since the terms are speci�c to
the PHP Group and Perforce Software, respectively, but they do have the
authority to assert the terms of condition 3 from the Modi�ed BSD License.

PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee

The name “PHP” must not be used to endorse or promote products
derived from this software without prior written permission. For written
permission, please contact group@php.net [mailto:group@php.net].

ZZeenndd  EEnnggiinnee  LLiicceennssee

The names “Zend” and “Zend Engine” must not be used to endorse or
promote products derived from this software without prior permission
from Zend Technologies Ltd. For written permission, please contact
license@zend.com [mailto:license@zend.com].

MMooddii��eedd  BBSSDD  LLiicceennssee

Neither the name of the copyright holder nor the names of its
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contributors may be used to endorse or promote products derived from
this software without speci�c prior written permission.

When we look closer at conditions 4, 5, and 6 for both the PHP License and the
Zend Engine License, it appears no contributors, other than representatives of
the PHP Group and Perforce Software, are able to grant or assert these
conditions for their contributions. Removing them from the license does not
change any of the rights granted or restricted by contributors (other than the
PHP Group and Perforce Software; see below).

For these reasons, we do not need to gain permission from all contributors to
make these changes.

DDoo  WWee  RReeqquuiirree  PPeerrmmiissssiioonn  FFrroomm  tthhee  PPHHPP  GGrroouupp??

Yes.

This proposal removes the following conditions, which the PHP Group is
uniquely able to claim over the PHP source code:

4. Products derived from this software may not be called “PHP”, nor may
“PHP” appear in their name, without prior written permission from
group@php.net [mailto:group@php.net]. You may indicate that your

software works in conjunction with PHP by saying “Foo for PHP” instead
of calling it “PHP Foo” or “phpfoo”

5. The PHP Group may publish revised and/or new versions of the license
from time to time. Each version will be given a distinguishing version
number. Once covered code has been published under a particular
version of the license, you may always continue to use it under the terms
of that version. You may also choose to use such covered code under the
terms of any subsequent version of the license published by the PHP
Group. No one other than the PHP Group has the right to modify the
terms applicable to covered code created under this License.

6. Redistributions of any form whatsoever must retain the following
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acknowledgment: “This product includes PHP software, freely available
from http://www.php.net/software/ [http://www.php.net/software/]”.

The good news is that condition 5 grants the PHP Group the authority to make
changes to the PHP License, without approval from any contributors.

Depending on the bylaws adopted by the PHP Association (as discussed earlier
in Zend and the PHP Association), we may require approval from one or more
representatives of the PHP Group to accept this proposal. There is no public
record of the association's bylaws, so unless the bylaws specify a quorum, we
will need approval from each of:

• Thies C. Arntzen (approved, 2024-05-10)
• Stig Bakken (approved, 2025-02-21)
• Shane Caraveo (approved, 2024-05-10)
• Andi Gutmans (approved, 2024-05-13)
• Rasmus Lerdorf (approved, 2025-06-27)
• Sam Ruby (approved, 2025-06-27)
• Sascha Schumann (approved, 2025-06-27)
• Zeev Suraski (approved, 2024-05-13)
• Jim Winstead (approved, 2024-05-09)
• Andrei Zmievski (approved, 2024-05-14)

In addition to the dates listed above, which are from separate private
correspondence with each PHP Group member, I have captured a complete
email thread where each member of the PHP Group replied to note their
approval of this proposal; a PDF of this email thread is available [https://

static.ben.ramsey.dev/php/rfc/license-update/php-license-update-php-group-

correspondence.pdf].

DDoo  WWee  RReeqquuiirree  PPeerrmmiissssiioonn  FFrroomm  PPeerrffoorrccee  SSooffttwwaarree??

NNoottee:: Legal representatives of Perforce Software have informally approved this
proposal. The next step is a formal approval, in writing.

Yes.
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As the successor of Zend Technologies, Perforce Software is party to the Zend
Grant and owner of the Zend Engine License. This proposal removes the
following conditions, which Perforce Software is uniquely able to claim over the
Zend Engine source code:

4. Zend Technologies Ltd. may publish revised and/or new versions of the
license from time to time. Each version will be given a distinguishing
version number. Once covered code has been published under a
particular version of the license, you may always continue to use it under
the terms of that version. You may also choose to use such covered code
under the terms of any subsequent version of the license published by
Zend Technologies Ltd. No one other than Zend Technologies Ltd. has the
right to modify the terms applicable to covered code created under this
License.

5. Redistributions of any form whatsoever must retain the following
acknowledgment: “This product includes the Zend Engine, freely
available at http://www.zend.com [http://www.zend.com]”

6. All advertising materials mentioning features or use of this software
must display the following acknowledgment: “The Zend Engine is freely
available at http://www.zend.com [http://www.zend.com]”

Just as the PHP License grants the PHP Group the authority to make changes to
the PHP License, the Zend Engine License grants Perforce Software the sole
authority to make changes to the Zend Engine License, without approval from its
contributors.

To make the changes proposed in this RFC, the PHP project will require that a
representative (or representatives) from the PHP Group work with
representatives from Perforce Software to agree to this proposal.

DDoo  WWee  NNeeeedd  ttoo  VVoottee  oonn  TThhiiss??

Yes.
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While the PHP License and Zend Engine License include provisions that allow
the PHP Group and Perforce Software to change the licenses at their leisure, in
practice, the PHP project community manages both the primary reference
version of the PHP programming language and the Zend Engine. Therefore, a
vote by the PHP project community is important and crucial to make this
change.

Accepting this RFC through a PHP project community vote will:

�. Communicate that it is the will of the PHP project community to make these
changes.

�. Indicate to the PHP Group and Perforce Software that we wish to make these
changes and request their aid in working with us to make them.

DDiissccuussssiioonn  PPeerriioodd

We will open discussion for a period of no less than six months before calling a
vote on this RFC.

BBaacckkwwaarrdd  IInnccoommppaattiibbllee  CChhaannggeess

This RFC does not introduce any backward incompatible changes.

The terms of the PHP License, version 3.01, and the Zend Engine License, version
2.00, are fully compatible with the terms of the Modi�ed BSD License. The proposed
license does not reduce any user rights or add any new restrictions on the use of
code previously licensed under the PHP License, version 3.01, or the Zend Engine
License, version 2.00. The proposed license does not increase or diminish any rights
granted by contributors.

PPrrooppoosseedd  PPHHPP  VVeerrssiioonn

This RFC proposes these license changes will take full effect in the next version of
PHP 8.x.

RRFFCC  IImmppaacctt
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SSccooppee

This proposal affects all source code within the PHP software repository at
https://github.com/php/php-src [https://github.com/php/php-src] that is currently

licensed under the PHP License or the Zend Engine License. Any source code
within the PHP software repository that has separate licensing terms (e.g.,
timelib in ext/date/lib/) is not affected by this proposal.

DDooccuummeennttaattiioonn

The proposed changes for the PHP software repository will not affect the PHP
Manual. The PHP Manual will remain licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution 3.0 License or later.

EExxiissttiinngg  EExxtteennssiioonnss  aanndd  OOtthheerr  SSooffttwwaarree

This proposal publishes a new version of the PHP License, triggering clause 5 of
the PHP License, version 3.01, which states (emphasis added):

The PHP Group may publish revised and/or new versions of the license
from time to time. Each version will be given a distinguishing version
number. Once covered code has been published under a particular
version of the license, you may always continue to use it under the terms
of that version. YYoouu  mmaayy  aallssoo  cchhoooossee  ttoo  uussee  ssuucchh  ccoovveerreedd  ccooddee  uunnddeerr
tthhee  tteerrmmss  ooff  aannyy  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  lliicceennssee  ppuubblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee
PPHHPP  GGrroouupp.. No one other than the PHP Group has the right to modify the
terms applicable to covered code created under this License.

Users of any PHP extension or other software published under the terms of the
PHP License, version 3.01, may choose to use that software under the terms of
the PHP License, version 4 (i.e., the Modi�ed BSD License).

Maintainers of PHP extensions and other software published under the terms of
the PHP License, version 3.01, may choose to upgrade the software license to the

56)
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PHP License, version 4 (i.e., the Modi�ed BSD License). In an effort to reduce
license proliferation [https://opensource.org/proliferation-report], you are

discouraged from using the name “PHP License, version 4” as the license name.
If you need an SPDX identi�er [https://spdx.dev/learn/handling-license-info/], use

BSD-3-Clause.

Historically, many extensions uploaded to PECL were licensed under the PHP
License, version 3.01. Indeed, one of the suggestions for publishing a PECL
package is: “We strongly encourage contributors to choose the PHP License 3.01
for their extensions, in order to avoid possible troubles for end-users of the
extension. Other solid options are BSD and Apache type licenses.”

The “possible troubles” mentioned here almost always arise from use of a
copyleft license like the GPL. The FSF considers the combination of PHP
extensions and the PHP software a single combined program.  As a result,

licensing a PHP extension with the GPL leads to a confusing state that is
especially problematic for distributors.

New PHP extensions and other software should not use the PHP License.
Recommended licenses include, but are not limited to (in alphabetical order):

�. Apache License, Version 2.0 [https://opensource.org/license/apache-2-0]

�. Simpli�ed BSD License [https://opensource.org/license/bsd-2-clause]

�. Modi�ed BSD License [https://opensource.org/license/bsd-3-clause]

�. GNU Lesser General Public License version 3 [https://www.gnu.org/licenses/

lgpl-3.0.en.html]

�. MIT License [https://opensource.org/license/mit]

�. Mozilla Public License 2.0 [https://opensource.org/license/mpl-2-0]

�. Unlicense [https://opensource.org/license/unlicense]

OOppeenn  IIssssuueess

To be updated during discussion.

VVoottiinngg  CChhooiicceess

Primary Vote requiring a 2/3 majority to accept the RFC:
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PPuubblliisshh  tthhee  PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee,,  vveerrssiioonn  44,,  aanndd  ZZeenndd  EEnnggiinnee  LLiicceennssee,,
vveerrssiioonn  33,,  bbyy  aaddooppttiinngg  tthhee  MMooddii��eedd  BBSSDD  LLiicceennssee  aass  tthhee  nneeww
vveerrssiioonn  ooff  bbootthh,,  aanndd  ddeepprreeccaattee  tthhee  PPHHPP  LLiicceennssee  aanndd  ZZeenndd
EEnnggiinnee  LLiicceennssee,,  aass  pprrooppoosseedd  iinn  tthhee  PPrrooppoossaall  sseeccttiioonn

RReeaall  nnaammee YYeess NNoo AAbbssttaaiinn

Final result: 0 0 0

This poll has been closed.

CChhaannggeelloogg

• 2025-11-28: Changed proposed version of PHP from 9.0 to “next version.”
• 2026-01-10: Added link to PDF of email thread with the PHP Group; updated

patch links to the pull requests; changed “2025” to “2026” under New License
File.

• 2026-02-03: Change “Zend by Perforce” to “Zend Technologies Ltd., a subsidiary
company of Perforce Software, Inc.”

• 2026-02-04: Use relative versions to specify the proposed PHP version. Add
section for “New PHP Version Output.”

RReeffeerreenncceess

PPaattcchheess

• php-src changes [https://github.com/php/php-src/pull/20904] - this pull request

is split into many smaller commits to aid in reviewing
• web-php changes [https://github.com/php/web-php/pull/1762]

IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn

To be updated after implementation.

DDiissccuussssiioonn
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�. ddeebbiiaann--lleeggaall:: Updating the PHP License [https://lists.debian.org/debian-

legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006]

�. OOSSII  lliicceennssee--ddiissccuussss:: Updating the PHP License [https://lists.opensource.org/

pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257]

�. PPHHPP  iinntteerrnnaallss:: Updating the PHP License [https://news-web.php.net/

php.internals/127984]

RReejjeecctteedd  FFeeaattuurreess

To be updated during discussion.

AAddddiittiioonnaall  CCoonntteexxtt

There are many instances of discussion and disagreements over the PHP License.
This section highlights a few of the more substantial discussions not included
earlier in this document.

DDiissaaggrreeeemmeenntt  WWiitthh  RRMMSS

Did RMS come to terms with the PHP/Zend licensing structure?  

This indicates there was a disagreement between the PHP maintainers and
Richard Stallman (a. k. a. RMS) at some point prior to May 2001. However, the full
nature of this disagreement is unknown, as there is no record of it on public
mailing lists or forums.

In an article published in 2004, Sean Michael Kerner quoted Gutmans, who
referenced past exchanges with RMS, concerning the PHP license.

Gutmans said he has exchanged e-mails with FSF founder Richard
Stallman in the past on such issues. “We de�nitely don't see eye to eye
on the issue of licensing. He [Richard Stallman] doesn't like our licensing

59) 60)

PHP: rfc:php_license_update https://wiki.php.net/rfc/php_license_update

26 of 41 2/24/2026, 1:14 PM

https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.debian.org/debian-legal/2024/05/threads.html#00006
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://lists.opensource.org/pipermail/license-discuss_lists.opensource.org/2024-May/thread.html#22257
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984
https://news-web.php.net/php.internals/127984


and we know that,” Gutmans said. “We're aware of each other, but the
PHP project has no intention of moving to some sort of GPL license.”

In this same interview, Gutmans expounded on his philosophy regarding users'
rights when using PHP: “We like the fact that it (PHP) is very open. It's a long
discussion about what Free really means. When I think of free, my users can do
whatever they want.” He continued, “Most of PHP's user base are people that are
using PHP to make a living and they wouldn't care less [about the GPL]. They are
just happy that it's a PHP license and they can do whatever they want with it
and can ship it with their commercial products”

DDeebbiiaann  DDiissaaggrreeeemmeennttss

Debian creates patches for PHP and distributes a modi�ed version of PHP for
their distributions, using those patches. In a sense, they violate condition 4 of
the PHP License.

Since Debian is (or at least may be) distributing patches in their packages
that are not part of upstream, we are distributing a derived product and
hence must not name it PHP.

This does not only affect Debian but also other distributions of PHP that
are trying to enhance or �x PHP in some ways.

Schulze sent an email asking for clari�cation to the PHP Group, and he posted
Gutmans's reply to the debian-legal mailing list, saying:

Andi Gutmans answered and told me that he speaks for the PHP Group:

As per your problem, having such a clause in the BSD-like license is
the way both Apache and PHP have been enforcing and protecting
their brand for a long time. Minor build changes and backported
security �xes are �ne and if that's all you're doing there is no need
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to rename the package. The problems arise when you start making
signi�cant changes to the actual functionality of the

The license clause and intent is identical in the Apache license
which we believe you are also shipping.

So as soon as our maintainer or security team adds more than onlyh [sic]
“build changes and backported security �xes”, we'll have to rename the
PHP (and Apache) packages.

Later that year, Joerg Jaspert was working on the Debian “NEW queue” and
noticed some PHP extensions listed that used the PHP license.

But a big thing against using a PHP license is that it always only talks
about “PHP”, “Software provided by PHP Development Team”, “software
made by many individuals in behalf of PHP group”, and “This software
includes the Zend Engine”. Im [sic] sure that none of the php-* modules
contain the zend engine. :)

So, looking at such packages in NEW - what do you guys suggest to do?
*I* tend to go and kick them out. Go get upstream to use a sane license…

Indeed, none of the PHP modules (also known as extensions) contained the PHP
source code or the Zend Engine source code. Jaspert's inclination was to kick
these packages out of the Debian repositories and request the upstream project
maintainers to “use a sane license.”

Years later, the Debian debate over the PHP License continued. In 2014, Jake
Edge wrote a summary of a then-new debate that arose on the debian-legal
mailing list. From Debian's perspective, he reported, the PHP License renders
PHP and any extensions or other code that used the license, non-
distributable.

On the debian-devel mailing list, Matthias Urlichs exclaimed:
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It is quite obvious that PHP/Zend does not give a �ying **** about the
way the license is (mis)used by third parties. Also quite obviously, these
selfsame third parties think the license to be perfectly applicable, will
not change it, and consider us quite strange for even mentioning this.

Urlichs listed three options for the Debian team, the last of which was:

Bite the bullet and admit that when everybody else calls a color “light
blue” which we consider to be “cyan”, we might as well docuent [sic] that
fact instead of trying to convince everybody else that they're wrong, even
if they are, from our PoV. After all, the color stays the same, no matter
what people call it.

By the same token, this license is valid by force of everybody under the
sun considering it to be valid (taking intent and all that into account).
The chance of an author of / contributor to one of these packages
(nobody else has any legal standing to do so) suing us for distributing
this code is … well … I suspect that if you want to get a lawyer to laugh,
you might as well ask them.

Around this time, Pierre Joye prompted the pecl-dev mailing list to discuss these
issues, saying, “Debian began to send requests to change PHP license for the
PHP Extension arguing that the PHP License is only valid for PHP itself.”

This full thread is available on the PHP Mailing Lists website: https://news-
web.php.net/php.pecl.dev/11927#:~:text=Thread,-(27%20messages [https://news-

web.php.net/php.pecl.dev/11927#:~:text=Thread,-(27%20messages]

James Wade brought the discussion to the php-qa mailing list, saying, “There
seems to be some confusion over the PHP License.”  He then asked:

�. Is 'The PHP License, version 3.01' an Open Source license, certi�ed by
the Open Source Initiative? Their website only lists 'PHP License 3.0
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(PHP-3.0)'.
�. When was 'The PHP License, version 3.01' released?
�. Can 'The PHP License, version 3.01' be used for anything other than

PHP itself?
�. Are there any legal implications of changing a project from 'The PHP

License, version 3.01' to LGPL or BSD?
�. Is the PHP license clear enough to ensure that it is correctly applied

to extensions?
�. Why would the (Apache-style) PHP License be listed by Debian as a

'serious violation' yet the Apache license is not?

This discussion continued on the pecl-dev mailing list, which may be found on
the PHP Mailing Lists website: https://news-web.php.net/
php.pecl.dev/12091#:~:text=Thread,-(32%20messages [https://news-web.php.net/

php.pecl.dev/12091#:~:text=Thread,-(32%20messages]

At one point in the thread, Walter Landry exclaimed in response to Ángel
González:

Ángel González wrote:

Trying to keep the spirit of the PHP License and at the same time
solve that strict interpretation, I propose the following change to the
PHP License 3.01, which will hopefully please both parties:

Stop. Please just stop. Please pick an existing, well known license so that
we do not have to argue *again* over whether this really solves all of the
problems.

The lengthy discussion resulted in no change to the PHP License, and the
Debian team wrote an of�cial position on software licensed under the PHP
License, which states:
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The PHP license is a copyright license that attempts to go beyond the
rights afforded by copyright law - it attempts to control the use of the
term PHP.

[…]

The license requires us to make this statement: “This product includes
PHP software, freely available from http://www.php.net/software/ [http://

www.php.net/software/]”, the veracity of which cannot be veri�ed by us,

nor can we be held responsible for the maintenance of the link. The
license also makes warranty disclaimers that may be inaccurate in
certain circumstances but all these inconsistencies owe to its drafting
design.

In 2020, the question of whether the PHP License version 3.01 is OSI approved
came up again on the php-general mailing list, and the PHP project settled this
question by going through the formal license approval process with the OSI.

OOSSII  CCoonncceerrnnss

In May 2003, Lerdorf submitted a formal request for approval of the PHP License,
version 3.0.  While the mailing list was quiet regarding his request, he

responded on June 3, 2003, and indicated he had received a response requesting
use of another license.

So far no responses other than one suggesting we use another license.
Using another license is not an option as this is the license the code has
been released under for years and it is the already released code I need
an OSI-approved license for. I can't go back in time and release that code
under a different license.

David Johnson wrote back on June 4:
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The only problems I have with it is the wording (but not intent) of
condition 4, and well known problems of section 6. But neither of these
would disqualify it as Open Source. Since you have already released code
under this license, it does no good suggesting changes.

When Ramsey sought OSI approval of the PHP License, version 3.01 in 2020,

similar concerns were once again raised:

• “Does this license, and it's predecessor PHP License 3.0, satisfy the OSD,
speci�cally OSD 3?”

• “Note the restriction is not limited to their mark, common law or otherwise.
It attempts to preclude a much broader scope of designation of origin than
that, and put limits on how those designations may be articulated. And it's a
limitation on the scope of the copyright grant, meaning they could
conceivably make a claim for copyright infringement for using a naming
convention to which they may not be entitled to enforce under trademark
law. I'm speci�cally referring to the part of the license restriction that says
'nor may “PHP” appear in their name, without prior written permission.'”

• “Sec 6 to me is badge-ware-ish, although what the dividing line is between
badgeware and acceptable author acknowledgements is perhaps a bit murky.
Perhaps because it does not require the location or manner of the display of
that message (cf., BSD 4-Clause), it falls on the non-badgeware side of the
divide.”

• “Or, suppose the Ceph project creates some sort of Kubernetes-related
project called”cephpod“ and suppose for some bizarre reason it uses a
copyrightable snippet of PHP-licensed code. I think this was the sort of
scenario that the FSF was concerned about, as causing the naming restriction
to be unreasonable, when judging the license to be GPL incompatible,
though I can't immediately �nd support for this.”

• “The good news is you already have upgrade clause. You could exercise that
clause and create the PHP License 3.02 without the naming restrictions.”

• “One radical idea you might consider is upgrading the license out of
existence. You could exercise clause 5 and revise it as the PHP License 3.02,
being identical to the BSD-3 license. A clever lawyer probably knows the best
way to do this. Other projects get on without the naming clause or seemingly
redundant attribution clause.”
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• “Does this mean that any author of a PHP extension using the PHP license –
or indeed some software completely unrelated to PHP using the PHP license
– can treat a trademark use of PHP as a breach of the license, and is that
appropriate, compared to the situation that I think was contemplated by
such licenses where the licensor is also presumably the trademark
owner?”

• “There is a similar clause is in the Apache Software License 1.1 and the
OpenSSL license and probably several other legacy permissive licenses from
that general era. However the second sentence may be unique to the PHP
license.”

""TThhaatt  TTrroouubblleessoommee  CCllaauussee""

In 1999, Lerdorf pointed to the Apache Software License 1.1 as the template for
the PHP License, and admitted there was a troublesome clause they couldn't
enforce.

Our license is identical to the Apache license (since that's where we
copied it from) except for that �rst clause. So no, we did not come up
with anything except for that troublesome clause which we can't enforce.

This refers to clause 1 of the PHP License version 1.0, which stated:

Commercial redistribution of larger works derived from, or works which
bundle PHP, requires written permission from the PHP Development
Team. You may charge a fee for the physical act of transferring a copy,
and must make it clear that the fee being charged is for the distribution,
and not for the software itself. You may, at your option, offer warranty
protection in exchange for a fee.

This clause �rst appeared in the new license that shipped with PHP 3.0.0 and
was removed in PHP 3.0.14, before the PHP License was versioned.
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TTeerrmmiinnoollooggyy

A few terms in this document might stand out and require additional context:

• PPHHPP  pprroojjeecctt: Instead of using the narrower terms “PHP internals” or “PHP core,”
this document uses “PHP project” to refer to the broader scope of everything
that falls under the PHP.net umbrella.

• PPHHPP  ssooffttwwaarree: PHP software refers to the reference implementation of the PHP
programming language, found at https://github.com/php/php-src [https://

github.com/php/php-src].

• ZZeenndd  EEnnggiinnee: The Zend Engine is bundled as part of the PHP software in the
Zend/ directory, found at https://github.com/php/php-src/tree/master/Zend

[https://github.com/php/php-src/tree/master/Zend].
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